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“DIVINE AUTHORITY, 
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THE ciples of fai re 


ce, 
ds for 


are 80 


per 
— „in their 
vining for money, ain over- 
burden faith with the whole weight 
of the salvation of man, t 
it is of 70 light & cost. and exertion 
for us poor mortals to say “I believe; 
and thinking, possibly, that if we can 
be soothed into calm security 
ing our soul’s salvation, by so cheap 
and easy an ap lication, there is a 
of effort on the 
pil, reliev- 
duous task of 


= 


n or —— poe 
passion or po d, 


in i 


and acti 


by living act 


| 


„that the hem of His garm 


ductive, and produces attainment or 
acquisition, as exemplified by the 
strong faith of the woman who touched 
and was 
—. with the words, 
h made thee whole;” or 
— exemplification, 
the world, that he 
gotten Son, that 


ano- 
80 — 
© gave his Only Be- 
whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.“ esus = at 
N — who, — * 
own w m the posi- 
tion of the main, bad — er into a more 
advanced to that of 
having a knowledge, for, said he, We 
know that thou art a teacher sent of 
God; and yet Jesus, after this ac- 
knowledgment, taught Nicodemus the 
baptism. 
four 
mentioned are accepted as th 
lessons or ae to. be — — 
that there is all the support necessary 
for the proof that they were ta — 
and practiced by Jesus and the 
in the meridian of time, the —— 


~ 
— 
L 9 
— 
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confirmation. 
Faith alone is insufficient 2 d 
so great a boon as the salvation o 
el. 7 
until follo ed non spring 
bd e „ 
ing from ite in 3 then pro- 
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arises, Who has the authority to ad- 
minister these ordinances in the day 
in which we live? 

Authority is legal power—warrant— 
testimony — influence derived from 
office or character. The authority 
which we wish to investigate is the 


Divine authority to administer cer- 


tain rites or ordinances proclaimed 
by the word of God, and accepted by 
men as necessary to be performed in 
order that they may be obedient to 
the commands of Heaven. 

Faith in God and repentance of 
sins are strictly operations of the 
mind, and cannot be administered by 
any physical act, because they are 
— the operation of an individual 
mentality; but in baptism and con- 
firmation, it is easily seen that there 
is need of an active medium or opera- 
tor, and from our own reason, experi- 
ence and observation, we conclude 
that there must be an authority be- 
stowed whereby men may administer 
these ordinances | y to others. In 
the conduct of official business per- 
taining to this earth, from the pe ce- 
man to the magistrate, on to the am- 
bassador to foreign courts, and even 
to the king, there is a distinctive 
badge, form, credential and ceremony 
more or less impressive, according to 
the nature of the office and the powers 
thereof, which are acknowled or 
performed in order to confer the au- 
thority and confirm power on the 
officer in matters pertaining to the 
world. It comes from the people, or 
from the representatives of the power 
of the e. Knowing this, is it 
not in ine of reasoning to at once 
conclude, that when it becomes neces- 
sary for an administration of an act in 
which is included the privilege and 
bless of a citizenship in the king- 
dom o that His divine com- 
mission should be held by the officer 

tering or receiving the cove- 
nants which are made with Him, the 
great King boty 

The Latter-day Saints accede to the 
above proposition, and claim that they 
have Divine authority, and that it 


was conferred upon the Prophet 
Joseph Smith by men who lived upon 
this earth in tl 
and who received it direct from 
and came under His direction an 


the days of Jesus Christ, 
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conferred it upon Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery. These men were 
Peter, James and John, who in the 


wilderness between Harmony, Susque- 
hanna Co., Pennsylvania, and Coles- 
ville, Broom Co., New York, in the 


year 1829, did there ordain them to 
the Melchisedec Priesthood, the Priest- 
hood after the order of the Son of 
— the — re- 
ceiv ey were given the privilege 
of conferring this power upon others, 
and through this power of conferring 
it on others does the Priesthood con 
tinue with the Church to-day. 
No matter how — such an 
event may appear to the present gene- 
ration, who ‘have’ witnessed the in- 
stallation of the bishops and ministers 
of this land with the Pomp and cere- 
monies attendant upon such occasions, 
let us compare the manner of the 
investiture of this power upon Joseph 


and Oliver, with the way and manner 


in which others have received it, and 
which occurrences not one of us who 
believe the Bible will try to disprove. 
There lived once a man by the 
name of Moses, of whose birth and 
preservation from the death meted 
out to so many of the male infants of 
his — le, who then dwelt as slaves 
in the land of the Pharaohs, we have 
all read, and how by-and-by after he 
had, through ‘peculiar: circumstances, 
been adopted by the — — of the 
reigning monarch, and educated. in 
all the learning of the court of her 
powerful father, who little thought 
that there was being nourished at 
palace the future power through which 
should be taken from him a race of 
strong toilers whom he had reduced 
to slavery, and who: had now built 
him two large cities, adding materially 
to his y rich and great ‘posses- 
This Moses now grown, committed 
an act which showed his: intense feel- 
ing of love toward his nation; for in a 
moment of justifiable ion he slew 
an Egyptian who was illusing | 
his people, and for this he to flee 
from the presence of the monarch in 


a priest of 
tending his sheep in the silence of the 
wilderness the appears to him 
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there, and commissions him to do a 
certain work in His Meas) effect 


3 5 1 n in the land of Egypt 
to the land of Canaan, according to 
the promises made to their 


ot 


Moses delivered his nation, who from 
the announcement, of the holy visita- 
tion through their Elders. in council 
assembled, received him as the di- 
vinely, authorized agent of the Al- 
mighty to work out their deliverance. 
| Strange that the bog Jove h Smith, 
the farmer's lad, should dare t 

a visitation of the Almighty so much 


the counterpart. of that which Moses 
the shepherd of the wilderness re- 
ceived., Like he did. not re- 


ceive all the instructions for the gov- 
ernment of his people at once, but 
little by little as their needs required. 
Moses and Joseph both received their 
divine commissions amid the silence 
and solitude of the wilderness, The 
Apostle Paul, in speaking of autho- 
rity, says, “ No man taketh this honor 


unto himself, but he that is called of 


God as was Aaron. Aaron was told 

of the Lord to go out and meet his 
brother as he approached the land of 
Egypt. They met, and Moses told 


Aaron of the message, which he ac- | 


cepted, aud straight way went to work 
with a will to . about God pur- 
for the deliverance, of Israel 

rom bon Thus were both these 
men authorized in their ministry, and 
the Priesthood of Aaron continued, 
and was upon the earth in the Hoye 
of our Savior, and was enjoyed by 
— the Baptist by virtue of his 
The claims of Moses to Divine au- 
thority were accepted. by the few in 
ptians who opposed him; .to-day. 
the claims of; Joseph Smith are ac- 
— the few, but rejected. 


by the 


signs promised Joseph. Smith in his cel 


to claim | ready 


nection with this pro 
| what remarkable: he foretold that the 
South would call on Great Britain, 


estial marriage 
| riage law of Israel, the 
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that his name should be had for 

and evil throughout the earth. 
peculiar promise to a village youth 
of no pretensions up to the date when 
this promise was given him; unknown 
then, but to-day there is not a hamlet 
throughout all England but that has 
heard the name of the Prophet of the 
nineteenth century, as our Elders have 
stood. therein and testified of the 
having visited this earth again. 
ie signs as promised have * — 

ed; the sick have been healed; the 
ilt of tongues has been enjoyed, and 

e prophetic utterances of the Pro- 
phet Joseph have been fulfilled; and 
above all, the simple but powerful test 
has followed—the Holy Ghost has 
been 8 by the laying on of the 
Elders hands, of which thousands are 
to bear testimony. 

Under this Divine authority the 
Prophet Joseph foretold the coming 
to pass of the * civil war in the 
United States of America, describing 
the character thereof, its place of be- 
ginning, and incidents connected 
therewith, twenty-nine years prior to 
its taking place, One point in con- 

is some- 


when to the ordinary mind, with the 
known strong anti-slavery ideas en- 
tertained by her Majesty's govern- 
ment, an appeal of the South to Great 
Britain would not have been enter- 
tained at all. 

Under this Divine authority, he 
only, of all the religious leaders of 
modern times, has organized a Church 
whose organization, principles an 
ordinances are strictly in accord with 
the teachings of Jesus and His Apos- 
tles. 

Under this Divine authority he has 
iven to the world a his of the 
orefathers of the Indians of the Ame - 


| rican continent, which history is eor- 


ro 
of the of the land of Ame- 
rica; also that the religious teachings, 
principles and.ordinances given in 
this history are the same as taught by 
the Bible. 

Under this Divine he 
dared to introduce the principle of 


by ‘my correct description 
D 


ancient mar- 
best and most 


| 

gonltor LA An powers 
were given to Moses, and by power 

es was he to confirm : 
Ml the people that he 
was divinely commissioned He 

went forth among them, and by the 

minisuy . one C 
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ractical principle for the purifica- 
— of —— 


too, in the face of an op teachings 
of the monogamie teachings of the sonarce 


past eighteen hundred years. To-day 
this principle is being Pendel as a 
crime, and those practicing it con- 
signed to the felon’s cell, law and jus - 
tice being erted in 80 doing. 
course is in the Almigh to — 
pertaining to nciple, wt 
said through the month of N Naben 
His Prophet: And I gave thee thy 
master’s house, and thy master’s wives 
unto thy bosom” (2 Sam. xii, 8). 
Under this Divine authority the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints has been sustained from its 
first inception until the present day 
against the bitter persecution of its 
foes, and to-day the judicial raid now 
in progress against it steps over pre- 
ent and constitutional law to strike 
its blows at the work of God; and 
although a few may suffer, and fear 


his in 
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take hold of the faint-h 

is mighty and ‘preva 
ia 

and and 

18th: 


ven wre 
chat we thie 


ul: We believe: all thia; 
we 8855 all thi ‘hay 

many things, an 
endure all thin 
thing virtuous, 10 


If the reader will caréfalty 


the Articles of Faith, —. "the 


one we have without 
dice or passion, it will 
they are consistent with — 
33 benefit in the! 

ress 


of our r and 


of ing given * 


2 
* 


"MINUTES OF THE WELSH CONFERENCE, 
mn ar MERTHYR TYDFIL, THE RAILWAY INN NALD, ON SUNDAY, 
MARCH 7TH, 1886. 


— — 


nt from Utah: Daniel 
H. Wells, President of the European 
Mission; r S. Wells, 8 
Elder in the Liverpool Conference; 
Edward Thomas and James Cole, 
traveling Elders in the Birmingham 
Conference ; R. H. Jones, President 
of, and H. 1 Goddard R. T. Owens 
Daniel Lewis, John Ween Wrens and Daniel 
F. Thomas, traveling Elders in the 
Welsh Conference. 


Elders p 


10-30 a. m. 
Meeting opened with singing. 
Prayer by Elder Goddard. Singing. 


President R H. Jones, in a few 
opening remarks, said that reports by 


the Branch Presidents and traveling 


the erthyr ymn enrhiw- 
ceiber, Pon v pridd, Cardiff 

Abergavenn ranches were pre- 
sented as being in fair condition 


with indisetions of a slight revival 


in the Monmouthshire districts. — 


traveling Elders then Teported: their 


and 


“Ing message.” 


distric ng a summary ot their 
labors sume last six months. 
These reports showed that recentl 
baptisms have been more num 
than heretofore; that the Saints are 
temperate, and ‘observe more cl 
the Word of Wisdom; while some 
are abstaining: wholly from. the use 
of tea, coffee and tobacco, others 
are observing more moderation in the 
use of. —— stimulants than ‘hereto- 
— and all, as a rule, are 
only active but energetie in their en- 
deavors to do good and to observe the 
laws of God. But as to the people 
of the world, they seem in a state of 
spiritual le and manifest a 
great indifference toward the: — 
ed about —.— aud — 
cerned a are Caring 
— for it — not even for 
easy ways of popular — 
— less 
the pure restored 
Wells fe in ‘the 


true, chaste, virtiows, an 
a0 
| may 
— 
1 y- 
4 — — — — — — - * a 
| 
| 


ject of the rejecting the word 
of God against themselves, We may 
naturally look for such a state of things 
It was 80 With the antediluvians in the 
time of Nouh; it was 1 
ple later on in the days of the ancient 
prophets; it was so with the Jews 
and Gentiles in the Gospel dispensa- 
tion; aud it is the ease to-day. 
Sacred as well as profane history re- 
ts itself. Perhaps the people of 
ineveh were the only marked excep- 
tion to the otherwise uniform rule. 
The elders therefore must not become 
discouraged in their labors if apparent 
results are small. They have come 
forth, like holy men of old, to warn 
the people. They preach the word 
without money and without price. 
They must be comforted with the 
future great reward promised to 
him who-saves a single soul, and be 
mindful of the great joy there is in 
heaven over one sinner that is turned 
to repentance. Preaching the word 
of God does not mean “ flowery beds 
of ease, it meets with frigid indiffer- 
ence, calumny and persecution. 
These followed the preaching of the 
“Word” anciently. The same causes 
ce the same results to-day. 
ersecution must attend the warning 


message, and let it come. It is the 
frown Providence behind which 
God hides a smiling face, It proved 
a blessing in disguise in Kirtlan 


and in thé exodus of Nauvoo. It wi 

prove so in Utah to- day, if the Saints 
ars true to their covenants and endure 
to the end. Singing. Benediction 
by R. H. Jones. 


2 p.m. 
int fea by Elder Baniel | 


The Sacrament was administered 
by Elders Goddard and Evans. The 
congregation was addressed by Elder 


— Ne. s, who had 2 
cently arrived in this country. . He 


land for thirty years. Noticed that 
great changes had taken pleas dur- 
ing, that time, but was happy. in 
seeing that there are still a few Saints 
in Wales. to meet with.. Had visited 
the scenes of his birth and conversed 
with many acquaintances of his boy- 
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hood. All seemed curious to hear 
of the mammon side of Utah, and 
the opportunities afforded there for 
accumulating the good things of this 
world. But on the other hand few 
seemed anxious to hear about the 
Gospe 


I, or to listen to the testimonies 
which the speaker had borne to them; 
and he 1 that nothing 
milder than the testimony. of earth- 
quakes, plagues and pestilences would 
move some of them to repent- 


ance. 

Elder James Cole narrated his 
early experience in the Church ; how 
the Gospel found him in these lands ; 
how he received the word; and in 
obedience to the great command, 
“Come out of her my people,” he 
had gathered out to Zion. There he 
and-his family, under the teachings of 
the Priesthood, had been blessed, 
according to the promise of the Sa- 
vior, “manifest in his time; and 
in ‘all his experience he had found 
that it pays best to serve God. 

Elder Joseph S. Wells spoke at 
some length on the first principles of 
the Gospel; faith, repentance, and 
baptism for the remission of sins; 
unfolding them in a lueid, 2288 
hensive manner. After which Elder 
Edward Thomas made a few re- 
marks on the irrepressible conflict 
between capital and labor in this 
country; showing that the condi- 
tion of the working classes is gen 
from bad to worse. That deeds o 
riot and violence will become more 


common, until, owing to oppression, 
bloodshed will follow and the hand 


a son will be turned against the 
er. 
President R. H. Jones, in speaki 

of this Latter-day work, contrast 

the comparative weakness and in- 
significance of its origin with the im- 
portance and magnitude which it has 
already assumed, and spoke of the 
high rank it is destined to hold in the 
future hi of nations. It was 


begun in weakness. But 


b 
we accomplish 
wor @ magnitude 
final results does not always depend 


upon splendid n and small 


beginnings must not despi 
Recounted circumstances of 
Joseph Smith's first vision, and why 


FUL on 18 same su 
— — 2 
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he was led to the woods to pray. 
Explained how the Book of Mormon 
was obtained, and noted how it har. 
monizes with the Bible on points of 
history, prophecy, and doctrine. 

After singing, and benediction by 
Elder R. T wens, ne adjourn 
till 6 p.m. 


4 — Prayer by Elder J. 12 


Shae R. T. Owens was the first to 
address the congregation, and he occu- 
pied some time on the first principles 
of the Gospel, and on the necessity of 
the children of men being guided by 
revelation. 

Elder H. S. Goddard in a few brief 
but vigorous remarks spoke on the 

subject of free agency; that eter- 
nal principle given to our first pa- 
rents, and enjoyed by all the sons and 
daughters of Adam. Men have their 
agency to choose the warning message 
to-day as they bad in the days fe ot 
Noah, But the antediluvians refused 
it and perished. And as it was in the 
days of Noah, so shall it be in the last 
days. Men must abide by the conse- 
quences of their choice. God desires 
tu save all mankind ; and warns and 
forewarns; directs and persuades, 
but uses no compulsion; “for this 
eternal truth is given that God will 
an equality with our paren 

with them have the privilege 


ing to work goes or evil, and must | 


meet the results of that choice. If 
we work i 9 a second death is 
the result; if we work righteousness, 
it will prove to be the way to all the 

lories Mand exaltations y the 


Elder Daniel 


Spoke upon the mercies. and 
God. 


0 ‘Warnings. always, 
judgments, and ↄbedienee to 
commandments will save —.— 40. 
it did ancient] 10. od 
Ider John Evans. bore a humble 
and earnest n to the divin inity 
of this work, which has been res 
through the jasteamenta ity of. the 
resident ells admon- 
ished the Eilers in 
laudable work of e e for 
we cannot compreh value of a 
single soul which we be Band., 
mental in bringing to 
upon the of the soul ‘of 
man, and on the ionshi 
exists hetwees it and ae As mortals 


we are treading to moe 
have. rodden 


tality which the 
before us. Iti is for us to “oe Ww. 
and Jesus. Christ whom H 
hath sent, for this is eternal life. 

illustrating, the .absurdities of the 


modern | ristian God, a 
sition of the T rue Gad dof 
attributes was given ; Pre t 
lucing arguments f and 
scriptures. in he, mate- 
fall of God. Closed — 
the Saints and them. 


moderate ly the pints 


and also by a 


enjoy. 
A SLAVE TO 
Many persons think that in order to are’ tyrants that hold 
enjoy perfect liberty, it is only neces- inching» servitdde, ‘and 
sary to be free from the control of they’ bend 
other people. If no one exacts obedi- | without thinking it porte to rebel 


ence, their lives, or interferes 
with their will, they triamphantly | 
call themselves free. Yet there is a 
bondage, which is not the less slavish 


because they forge the chains them- 


care is someting thet 


— the one or to cast off th other. 
ne of the most common f of 
this unacknowledg ‘slavery 10 that 
which we are under to ehe. Now 
ightly ‘falls to 


— 
* 
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the lot of all. Childhood alone may 


claim exemption from it. As the life | 


advances it comes with every new 
responsibility, and every honest man 
and woman accepts it cheerfully as 
his or her share in the world’s burdens. 
So far, however, care is no grinding 
task-master, It develops power, it 
encourages endeavor, it promotes 
happiness. No one but the selfish 
idler would wish to be entirely free 
from care; but we justly hold him 
in honor who faithful y takes 1 45 
which falls to his lot, and fulfills 
the duties it involves. Insensibly, 
however, in many cases, the time 
arrives when the man is no longer 


master of the situation. . Care grad- | 


ually tightens its grasp and extends 
its domain until, by-and-by, he who 
had once governed and regulated it, be- 
comes its victim. He has, perhaps, 
become involved in business ventures 
that tax all his powers of body and 
mind. Not only hisown money, but 
that of others is implicated ; not on! 

his own welfare, but that of a depend- 
ent family hangs upon the issues. 
The ups and downs that once were 
borne cheerfully now wear upon his 
nerves and irritate his temper. His 
brow is contracted, wrinkles betoken 
an anxious spirit, the smile fades from 
his lips. Absorbing care has fastened 
upon him, and, though he imagines he 
is free, he is in fact, and for the time 
a slave. Or he has entered political 


life, with high hopes and bright pros- | 


pects He counts much upon his 
riends, he undertakes large enter- 
pri and binds himself 4 Many 
promises. Presently complications 
arise; obstacles impede his path; 
friends grow cool and enemies spring 
up; his aims seem to recede from him, 
even his motives become clouded ; 
care overshadows him, and he can no 
longer. control it; his freedom is 
gone, One is extravagant, and, 
ielding to his inclination or vanity, 
e spends first up to his income, 
then a little beyond it, then incurs 
liabilities which he cannot meet, 
and then care has gained a supremacy 


such 


him that he can in no way 


* i 


they weigh him to the earth 


excessive care 
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throw off. Another gives way to some 
temptation, and wrecks his own life 
and the happiness of all that are 
dear to him, and the care that guilt 
brings sits for ever at his board. 
One is immersed in details and takes 
the cares that properly belong to many 
others upon his own shoulders, until 
another 

by neglecting to hold the threads ot 
life in an orderly way, becomes en- 
tangled in a web of care, from which 
he struggles in vain to extricate him- 
self. Thus, in numerous ways, do 
men give up the liberty they profess 
to prize, and submit to a tyranny that 
fetters the soul, that palsies the ener- 
gies, that weakens the will. Wha 
that has writhed under such a 
despotism would not escape m 
it with gladness, even at the loss of 
much that he holds dear? Yet, like 
all tyranny, it must cost a revolution 
to break the yom It is true that 
sometimes the result 

of circumstances that cannot be 
controlled, but usually it is not so. 


Often it is oaly a question of limit. 


How much to undertake and to pro- 
mise? How far to accept respon- 
sibility? What style of living to 
adopt? The practical answers to 
questions frequently decide 
whether care is to be an honorable 
and useful servant, or a cruel and 
rannical master. Our powers are 
all limited, and their best efficiency 
1 never secured by straining them to 
he utmost, Always to leave a mar- 
gin, a reserved force of strength or 
means, is a valuable rule of life. To 
aim at excellence in one thing, rather 
than mediocrity in many, to und 
few things, and those few with a whole 


soul, will greatly help to ward off the 


tyranny of care. 80, above all, will 
firm truth, hon- 
esty, and fidelity so high that no 
temptation can assail th and a 


em, 
pure and simple life that prizes right- 


‘eousness above gain and draws its 
‘happiness from nobler sources than 


The interests of health are as much 
the calm spirit of content with the measures of good and happiness 


favored 107 
which fall to the individual lot. 


opposed to discontent as they are 


* 
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. 
- 
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MONDAY, MARCH 22, 1886, 


SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 


—0— 


A CORRESPONDENT in the Isle of Man, with whom we have no direct n 
acquaintance, but who is not entirely unknown to us by name and reputa- 
tion, asks us a few questions which we would take far more pleasure in 
answering if we thought they were inspired by an honest desire to learn the 
truth; but as they embrace considerations that may be of interest to our 
readers, we think it not improper to give some attention to them. 

He commences by declaring it to be very difficult for him to harmonize the 
conduct of the Latter-day Saints with their pretensions or profession. To 
this we reply, that whatever difference may exist between our religious prin- 
ciples and our actual practices is not due to any imperfection in our religion, 
but to the weaknesses and failings of the sincere and honest Latter-day Saints, 
or to the wilful wickedness of those among us who are insincere and dishonest 
in their professions. While we do not claim to be exempt from the latter 
class, it will be evident even to our enemies, if they will give the slightest 
consideration to the subject, that their number is necessarily small. There 
is so little inducement, from a worldly point of view, for people to become 
Latter-day Saints, that very few indeed adopt our faith from any other 
motive than an honest conviction of its divinity and truth, and a sincere 
desire to obey the commandments of God. Our Manx correspondent. will 
easily see the force of this argument if he will consider for a moment the 
personal consequences that would result to him if he became a’ “ Mormon.” 
Can he not see at a glance that nothing short of a sincere and firm conviction 
of its truth would ever induce him to accept so unpopular a faith? We may 
go further and say that even this conviction fails to induce some to receive 
that which the world calls “ Mormonism,” and not unfrequently our Elders 
hear the confession, “I believe your religion to be Scriptural and true, but I 
never could endure to be a Mormon, and meet the opposition of my rela- 
tives aud friends, and the scorn and Persecution of the world.“ It follows, 
then, that the Latter-day Saints are in the nature of things almost universally 
sincere in their faith, and whatever difference our correspondent ‘may 
have noticed between their actions and the principles they profess, arises 
from the fact that through weakness and temptation they fail to live up to 
that which they declare to be the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and not beeatse 
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they have any doubt of its truth or are insincere in their professions. We 
say this, however, more by way of explanation than excuse, for the Latter- 
day Saints are taught by their holy religion to live up to its requirements in 
all things, and we distinctly understand that our reward will! be proportioned 
to what we do rather than to what we profess. 

The religion of the Latter-day Saints is one that requires progression and 
continual improvement of its members. It is nothing against it that those 
who have embraced it are not perfect. When our Savior was upon the earth, 
He said He came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. This 
is the object of the Gospel to-day; but although it finds a man a sinner, and 
perhaps a very great one, it does not leave him 80. As Paul told the Heb- 
rews, we are required to go on to perfection, This is what the true Latter- 
day Saint is doing. He is continually reducing to smaller limits the differ- 
ence between faith and practice, theory and conduct. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ provides for our progression towards perfection, and this provision is 
one of the distinguishing features of the true Church. Paul says of Jesus 
Christ, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive and gave 
gifts unto men, . . .. And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the staturé of the fulness of 

Christ.“ Does our correspondent know of any church on earth outside of 

the Latter-day Saints that has these various officers, such as prophets and 
apostles, for the purpose of perfecting the Saints? We are thankful as a 
people for these helps that will eventually lead us to the perfection spoken 
of by Paul, when all differences such as referred to by our correspondent 
will cease to exist. 
Our correspondent further says, “ You have just republished a prophecy of 
Orson Pratt in relation to England. The English people will not accept or 
believe in ‘Mormonism.’ Pratt prophesies evils as the result. But America 
not only will not accept ‘ Mormonism,’ but formulates laws for its suppres- 
sion! How is it that no Revelator told you of this opposition, of these ad 
verse laws?” = 

Our esd claims to havé paid some attention to the history of 
“ Mormonism,” but it must have been to little purpose indeed if he has not 
yet learned that the Prophet Joseph Smith clearly foretold the opposition 
we would meet with from the United States, as a nation. Even at a very 
early period in our history, when the Saints were few in number, and were 
meeting with persecution from a smal! neighborhood, Joseph declared that 
the opposition would increase until it embraced a whole State, and continue 
until the whole nation would array themselves in opposition to the Saints. 
Not did he stop here, but foretold that the whole world would eventually 
unite in Opposing and persécuting the Saints. How highly improbable of 
fulfillment did such a prophecy appear when uttéred! That such a tolerant 
and liberty-loving nation as the United States would persecute a people 
on account of their religion seemed impossible. The very genius and letter 
of their Constitution was utterly opposed to such a course. But Joseph had 
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also foretold that the time would come when the nation would cease to vene- 
rate the noble Constitution of their country, which had been. devised by the 
fathers and founders of American freedom under the inspiration: of the 
Almighty, that its guarantees would be disregarded and trodden under feet, 
and the Latter-day Saints would be the only portion of the nation who 
would dare maintain and preserve it. We have lived to see these prophecies 
partially fulfilled in the opposition to our religion manifested by. the govern- 
ment of that great country. Its Constitution has been violated in the enact- 
ment of those “ adverse laws” that our correspondent speaks of, and not many 
years will pass until we shall see the complete fulfillment of the prophecies 
of Joseph Smith in the active opposition of the whole world to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God. We assure our Isle of Man corres- 
pondent that one of the principal reasons for the calm and patient bearing of 
our people under the present persecutions is, they see in them the ful- 
fillment of prophecies, both ancient and modern, that mane reference to the 
exact period in which we are living. 

The misfortunes that overtook the hand-cart company in | 1856 20 furnish 
our correspondent a theme for question and comment. He thinks that they 
afford a strong proof that our leaders are not divinely instructed and directed. 
This is a very illogical and premature conclusion. The very fact that our 
correspondent has to go back thirty years in our history to find an instance in 
which disaster overtook a company of emigrating Saints is, in itself, one of 
- the strongest proofs that could be given of the extraordinary success that 
has crowned the efforts of our leaders in this direction, and is a powerful 
testimony that Divine guidance and blessing have attended the gathering of 
the Saints to the land of Zion. Our correspondent is unfortunate in choosing 
such a subject for criticism. The extraordinary good order and perfect sys- 
tem of our emigration business have become proverbial, and whatever faults 
have been found with “ Mormonism,” it is universally conceded that in this 
department it stands unrivalled in the perfection of its system and the 
success of its results. In the year referred to by our correspondent two. hand- 
cart companies left the Missouri river too late for a successful journey across 
the plains, and were overtaken by the storms of winter before they got through. 
Much suffering was caused by untimely storms. Many were frostbitten, and 
some died by the way. The loss of life would have been very great but for the 
heroic efforte of the Saints in Utah to succor their suffering co-religionists, and 
many an Elder is honored in Israel to day for the devotion and bravery with 
which he risked life and limb in the rescue of the companies, The Saints 
have never claimed exemption from the effects of summer’s heat and wiuter’s 
cold, nor do they profess to be beyond the reach of nature’s laws. They have 
never been promised freedom from the ills that flesh is heir to.” This earth 
has been designed by the Almighty for a probationary state in which we all are 
destined to be tested and tried by misfortune and adversity as well as by pros- 
perity and ease, and there never were a people upon the earth, whether 2 
served God or mammon, who have not been subject to its vicissitudes and 
trials. 

But the Saints have learned to acknowledge the hand of God i in all things. 
They have been scattered and peeled and driven by their enemies, and even 
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in their mountain home they have encountered many hardships and difficul- 
ties. Destroying insects, summer's drouth and untimely frosts have ravaged 
their fields and destroyed their crops, and brought famine to their homes; 
marauding: savages have stolen and deatroyed their property and taken the 
lives of some, but through all these experiences the power of God has been 
with them, and they have been blest and prospered and delivered in a mar- 

velous manner, and they rejoice in their position to-day, and would not have 
one trial taken from their past experience. If our correspondent will take 
the pains to read the history of the settling of that portion of America called 
the Great American Desert, of which Utah was one of the most forbidding 
and sterile portions, he will be confronted with the most convincing proofs 
that the hand of the Lord has been.over His people, and His power has been 
wonderfully manifested in their deliverance and preservation in the pioneer- 
ing and settling up of the valleys of the mountains,” He will learn that the 
history of Utah, though not without its chapters of. trial and suffering, 
includes but.a comparatively small share of the dark legends of disaster and 
death from the hostile forces of wild nature and still wilder savages, that 
crowd the pages of the history of the “Great West.” The story of the suffer- 
ings of the hand- cart companies could be offset by scores of more tragical 
events that darken the early history of those lands that are now flourishing 
States and Territories. It may be interesting to quote, at this time, a little 
contemporaneous history in relation to the hand-cart companies and their 
rescue, which we find in a letter of President Brigham Young, dated Dec. 
7, 1856, and published in the Western Standard and MILLENNIAL SraR at 
that time. After speaking of the arrival of the hand-cart companies in Salt 
Lake City and the expected arrival of two ox-team companies who were yet 
out, the letter says: 

" Notwithstanding, the companies now out, and the two last arrived hand- 
cart companies were caught in the cold and storms, owing to far too late a 
start from Florence, yet the relief so promptly, freely, liberally, and timely 
sent from here, was so blest in rescuing them, that but few, comparatively, 
have suffered severely, though some had their feet and hands more or less 
frosted; yet the mortality has been much less than often attends well fitted 
animal trains, traveling in good season.” 

In a similar spirit of carping criticism our correspondent wishes to know 
why the sick were allowed to die on the road across the plains, and cynically 
asks “ where was the healing power?” We have the testimony of some who 
were in those companies, that the healing power was manifested in many 
instances in auswer to the prayer of faith, but it was then as it is now and 
as it ever has been, all are not healed, but it is in accordance with the laws of 
mortal humanity that the children of men should die. Faith may prolong 
life, as in the case of King Hezekiah, but in very few instances has it over- 
come the power of death. In the cases of those who have been translated, 
they were, doubtless, as the Scripture expresses it, changed in the twinkling 
of an eye” from their mortal to an immortal condition. Our correspondent 
will acknowledge that in the days of our Savior and His Apostles the spirit- 
ual gifts and blessings were enjoyed in a great degree, but still the Saints 
died, and our Savior n was subject to the power of death. We read 
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also that He was reviled for this very cause, and some mockingly asked Him 
to show forth His power and come down from the cross, © How similar in 
spirit were those individuals to our Manx correspondent, who mockingly ‘asks 
us “where was the healing power?’ ‘They were enough like him in this 
plies to have been his ancestors. That the gift of healing is in the Church 
of Jesus Ohrist of Latter-day Saints is proven by the testimoniés of thousands, 
and we are certain that if our correspondent has ever been acquainted with 
the Saints he has heard’ many such testimonies. But these things ‘are ‘never 
paraded to induce people to join the Church. Jesus said they were among 
the signs that should follow believers, and their office is to comfort: end blebs 
the Saints and strengthen their faith, but not to convert unbelievers. — 
Our correspondent conclades by asking why the Isle of Man is not awer 
with the presence of our missionaries. That interesting little island has 
frequently been so favored, and many good, faithful Latter-day Saints have 
been gathered from there. Some of our prominent Elders: are of Manx 
descent, and we think the time will come when the Gospel will again be 
preached there with success, But for the present the spirit manifested by our 
correspondent is too prevalent among his countrymen to warrant our Elders 
in exposing themselves to their mobocratic fury. So our Manx neighbors 
must content themselves with the warnings and testimonies they have 
received, until, in the Lord's time, further and bes en will be 
sciven them, for the end is near at hand. aer ed 
ARRIVALS AND Yellowing to 
Great Britain arrived in Liverpool, on Saturday, the 13th inst, per &. B. 
Wisconsin of the Guion Line: Edward Stevenson, John Martin; William 
Butler, Archibald McFarlane and Wilmer W. Bronson With them was 
Elder Peter C. Geertson, missionary to Seandinavia. * were ene leder 
assigned to their fields of labor, as follows: 
John Martin, to the London Conferenee; William Butler, +e the Trish 
Mission; Archibald McFarlane, to the Bristol Conference, ‘ond Wilmer: W. 
Bronson, to the Nottingham Conference. 
Elder Edward Stevenson will travel i in the Mission ander the the direction 
of the President. 


On the 18th instant Elders John Stoddard, Henry Lunt 41 Charis H. 
Rhees arrived ia Liverpool per S. S. Alaska, of the Guion Line. Elder Lunt 
was accompanied by his wife. 

Elder Stoddard was assigned to the Manchester Couto Elder Lunt 
to the en . and Elder Rhees to the London Conference. 


Copenhagen, March 1886. anti. M (stuff 
Present D. H. Welle. One of the leadi 


Dear Brother,. —E v thi is uiet 
in this mission at ng newe- 


LATTER-DAY’ SAINTS’ ‘MILLENNIAL STAR. 189 


country had. a very severe my signature. | 
us a couple of weeks. inent place in bia pe 
based upon Bury yor General Demente out any comment. — 
This article effect. Nearly was talki 
— — apostles about the two artioles, 
— — on for years a great land W for wing. — al. 
fraud, and had swindled the govern-- A brother, Johan Blom, who has 
ment and robbed the people of thou- | been living in Finland several years,’ 
of do this with other has been sentenced’ to 28 days water 
lide, a like wildfire over the land. and bread: diet in prison, fon —— 
wrote a truthful baptized some persons, 
to the article, showing up the false- pealed his case the "Court 
hood of every statement made there- of Finland, but the sentence was 
in. I went to the editor of the paper | confirmed with expenses’ of court 
with but a faint hope log | added, which amounted to about 0 
— to She, the artiel marks. This is very hard on 
rised when hie bebe” 10 he is a poor man and. has @ lar 
— — tees for the article he had ily. He is now serving out his im 
published against us, aying | that it —— in the ebe prison. 
was not original, and o nake NN ot, for 28 days op water 
any correction 1 im bread is very severe punishment 
I had written an answer, and that he aad very injurious to health C 
would do an unpopular —.— a —— A few are being ba 


ptiaed ooeasibn- 
juatiee. 1 publishing it. ed ally, We baptized lately a very mice 
Det 5 he read it very care an intelligent German family here in 
fully, and's tesid yes, Twi will publish your | town, and-others are fhvestign — be 
answer in full. a long talk with | that the prospects are encouragi ) 
aa — Utah matters, and he seemed Kind regards, to all in 42 
be e interested in h aring our all here. 
Ae of the question. The —— Tremain your ee in the hu, 


day article m falk with 
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President Cannon is slowly improving in health. 

The. principal streets of Logan, Cache Oo, are now lighted by eicptrie lights. 

Adamsville, Utah, has been visited by diphtheria, and several deaths tere 
occurred. 

Sir Alexander Stewart aod. a party of distinguished ‘Australians were ex. 
pected to pay Salt Lake City a visit on the 28th ult, 

A train af twenty-five car loads, 10,000 boxes, of oranges: ‘from. Californie, 
Ogden recently. Three orange trains a weck were for- 

of tattning abt gardening going 

A Ittle your old, ‘the of Googe es 
Cache Oo., was accidentally drowned in lege 
reaidetios on the 17th ult. vild 

Mr, Je ames A. Faust, a young Utah citizen, in 


— 


valuable invention carriage stove, which will 
be perfectly railway traveling. V 
In Sanpete County there ars reported pages 9,000 ‘horses; 18,000 cattle; 
160,000 sheep; 6,000 hogs; 127,000 chickens; and last year’s crop aggregated 
700,000 bushels of grain; 100,000 bushels of Potatoes; 
The little lake south of Manti, Sanpete Oo, is eee 
and as the proprietor is raising carp fish, he is determined to exterminate the 
birda cannon was in Manti 
of the Church, was a ber of 
the High Connell in Nauvoo before whom the revelation on ‘celestial mar- 
riage was read by Hyrum died in Farmington ip Co., 
on the 90th ult. 


coal mine: in on tue doch 


ult. There were at that time forty men in the mine, ‘mostly from Salt Lake 
City, but fortunately no lives were . Fire men many urned, three 
seriously and two slightly. ; 

The glass factory Lake City, commence 


operations. The glass made is pronounced first class in quality. The caps- 


city of the works, when fully. ander way, vin be sbout 40 bottles per dey, 
or other articles in proportion. be ben. 

A bill bas passed the Utah ot ing the 
county courts in their respective counties, and the sity councils ia their, ro- 
pective cities, to refuse to grant a license to sell spirituous liquors when the 


place where the petitioner intends to carry on the N is within one mile 


of any school house, church or place of public worship. 5 


John Nicholson, Seu, died in Salt Lake City ons the — ult., aged 74 
years. On his death bed he expressed a very natural desire to see his son, 
Jobn Nicholson, associate editor of the Deseret News, who is now serving a 
term of imprisonment in the Utah Penitentiary for his fidelity to his family 


and religion. United States"Marshal Ireland, however, iobumanly refused 


to grant so reasonable a request. 9 iti. 

Another so-called. “Mormon” iti- 
“ Mormons” of Salt Lake. It seems that Mr. Dickson, United jStates Prose- 
cuting Attorney, asked some indecent questions in open court of Mrs. Martha 
Cannon, wife of President Geo. Q. Cannon, with a view of incriminating the 
latter. The ‘excitement consequent upon this action of the Prosecuting 
Attorney resulted in the severe illness of Mrs Cannon, which so worked upon 
the feelings of a sixteen-year-old.son of President: Cannon, named Hugh, that 
he sought ont Attorney Dickson at his hotel and struck him twice in the face 


with his fist. The action of the boy was severely condemned: by his father 


and friends, and he was fined. by the magistrate. Ahirty-five dollars for eseqult. 


This, however, does not seem to satisfy: the feelings ol 3 
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There have been a great number of convictions recently in the United 
States court in Salt Lake City for offenses under the Edmunds law. In many 
instances these convictions have been brought about by the testimony of the 
accused parties themselves, who have taken this course to save their families 
from the insulting and cruel cross-questioning of the prosecnting officers. An 
instance of this was recently given in the trial of John P, Ball, as reported in 
the Provo Enquirer, He was charged with the usual offense of supporting 
and acknowledging his wives, and the prosecution called up as their first wit- 
ness a girl—-13 years old—named Isabel Ball, daughter of the victim selected 
for the penitentiary. It seemed a eruel and even heartless act for any lawyer 
though he might be a U.S. prosecuting officer, to call up and compel a girl of 
tender years to testify against her own father: This was done, however, in 
the trial of John P. Ball. The poor girl had only stated her age when the 
question was asked— What is your father’s name? The child could not answer; 
she cried piteously, in which she was joined by another sister who also had 
been summoned to appear and swear her father’s liberty away. The prosecu- 
tiun—representing the great and humane government of the United States— 
did not relent, however, but the father of these little girls did. He could not 
sit there and witness such an exhibition of cruelty without at once coming to 
the rescue, if the judge on the bench the representative of “ American jus- 
tice”—could do so without emotion. Mr. Ball called a halt, took the stand 
and offered the testimony the prosecution needed in order to secure his con- 
viction. The affectionate father proposed to take the chances of a life’s im- 
prisonment rather than see his children subjected to such an ordeal as the 
prosecuting attorney was determined they should undergo. The consequence 
was that Judge Zane waived his charge and the packed outfit, 2 a jury, 
a verdict of guilty without their box. 


Ten of the faults i in our neighbore of consequence 
to us than one of the smallest in ourselves. 


It may be a paradox; but it is true nevertheless, that W understands 
his dependence upon others i is likely to be the real independent. | 


The conviction that the well-being of a family and that of each member 
are dependent the one on the other, operates to make authority less demand- 
ing and submission less humiliating, to make kindness more prevalent and 
self-sacrifice more easy. As far as reason and experience have established 
this conviction, the unity and welfare of the dane will be furthered by the 
of each member. 


certain aod pure 
seek high and 
to sccomplish ten 


that which is frequently seen to exist between the aims and the methods of | 
hey will sincerely embrace good enterprises and earnestly : 

will descend to low ways 

There appears a strange contradiction between what 

it in to be done, or rather between the character of the ! 

urpose In view and the character of the means taken to carry it ont This 
is probably the most frequent cause of failure. A recent writer well sae, 
Men do not seem to know that, however bright and strong they frame th : 
golden gallery of their only chance of their it 
must be in the strength of the stairway which they build. ey are always : 
building steps of straw to climb heights of gold.” 


